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Kia ora tātou
It is my pleasure to invite you to join us at the 2021 NZLS CLE Tax Conference.
Many NZLS CLE Tax Conference programmes over recent years have mentioned that
in that year, the New Zealand tax system was undergoing massive change, with
OECD-recommended BEPS reforms to international tax, new rules around property taxes,
the work being undertaken by the Tax Working Group and of course the operational and
administrative response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Perhaps constant change in tax law
and administration is the new normal. But also, some fundamental things about the tax
environment remain unchanged: tax positions will be taken, Inland Revenue may disagree,
taxpayers will seek certainty, disputes will arise and need to be resolved. And so we deal
with both the new and the ever-present in this year’s conference. Another constant is that we
are lucky again this year, in having top-notch speakers from the profession, academia and
Inland Revenue.
In a year when tax avoidance is once more before the Supreme Court our keynote speaker,
Emeritus Professor John Prebble QC, will explore the inner contradictions of general
anti-avoidance rules. I look forward to a dryly humorous but deeply researched and
intensely clever discussion of how “general anti-avoidance rules barely qualify as law”,
and I wonder to what extent that proposition will find its way into the Frucor judgment.
This year there is some emphasis on dealing with tax positions which are, at best, uncertain:
knowing what to do if the legislation needs fixing, understanding where tax disputes may
arise based on global trends, learning how best to get certainty on a tax position through the
rulings process or Inland Revenue’s Disputes Review Unit, and if all else fails, hearing how
tax professionals can work most productively with senior litigation lawyers to progress a
case through the Court process.
But there’s more: the impact of the top personal tax rate and other recent changes on the law
and administration of trusts, and what some might see as the inexorable erosion of privacy
in the name of efficiency and transparency. And, what I consider to be a fascinating insight
into a career which has progressed around pretty much all of the tax world, from law firm to
accountancy firm, to major corporate, to a very senior position in Inland Revenue.
The programme has been designed to be thought-provoking, informative and useful for a
broad range of specialist tax professionals and the legal profession at large. I look forward
to seeing you there!

Mike Lennard

PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER
8.00-8.30

REGISTRATION

8.30-8.40

WELCOME AND OPENING | Chair: Mike Lennard

8.40-9.40

KEYNOTE – CONTRADICTIONS AND THE GENERAL ANTI-AVOIDANCE RULE
General anti-avoidance rules (GAARs) barely qualify as law, but nearly all jurisdictions need
them.

Presenter

Emeritus Professor John Prebble QC

9.40-10.40

EMERGING TAX TRENDS IN TAX CONTROVERSY
The collection of tax revenue will be an integral part of each country's COVID-19 recovery
plan. This session will explore where Inland Revenue (IR) and other Revenue Authorities might
focus their audit activity to assist with that collection.

Presenter

Tori Sullivan

10.40-11.00

MORNING TEA

11.00-11.45

FROM PRIVACY TO TRANSPARENCY
An update on global and domestic steps to improve tax compliance and prevent money
laundering.

Presenter

Henry Brandts-Giesen

11.45-12.30

TRUSTS, TAX PLANNING AND THE 39% TAX RATE
This session considers the impact of the increase in the top personal tax rate, the new trust
disclosure rules and possible integrity measures on tax planning and trusts.

Presenter

Stephen Tomlinson

12.30-1.15

LUNCH

1.15-2.15

THE ART, LAW AND SCIENCE OF A TAX DISPUTE
How do you turn an unwieldy stack of tax dispute statements and evidence into a persuasive
bundle of court documents?
Insights into how tax professionals can work most productively with litigators as cases
progress from a Part 4A dispute into the Court system and though the appellate levels.

Presenter

Justin Smith QC

2.15-3.15

RULINGS, DISPUTES AND A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE
A
•
•
•

Presenters

panel discussion with senior Inland Revenue officials including:
IR's view on what makes a good private ruling application;
IR's view on what makes a good Statement of Position, as part of the disputes process; and
Michelle's personal perspective on moving from private practice, to in-house corporate to
the public sector.

Howard Davis
Michelle Redington
Tania Sauvao
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3.15-3.35

AFTERNOON TEA

3.35-4.35

REMEDIAL ISSUES: HOW TO GIVE ADVICE WHEN LEGISLATION NEEDS FIXING
Tax legislation giving what is obviously a "wrong" outcome presents a challenge to advisors
and to the integrity of the tax system. We will discuss how to advise clients in such cases,
as well as current processes for addressing remedial issues and recent suggestions for
improvements.

Presenters

Brendan Brown
Emma Grigg
Neil Russ

4.35-4.40

CONFERENCE WRAP UP | Chair: Mike Lennard

By attending this Conference you will be:
LEARNING
OBJECTIVES

• Updated on the latest tax developments and issues.
• Able to apply this knowledge in your practice.
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CHAIR
Mike Lennard, Stout Street Chambers, Wellington
Mike specialises in tax disputes and litigation. His career to date has involved eight years' practice as
a Crown prosecutor and civil litigation lawyer, then eight years as head of litigation for Inland Revenue,
and practice at the independent bar since June 2004.
Mike is a member of the NZLS Taxation Committee and regularly contributes to tax journals. He has
been recognised for many years as a leading tax disputes lawyer in both of the leading international
reviews.
Non-tax aspects of his practice include intellectual property, competition law, professional negligence,
and relationship property litigation. He has a particular interest in financial regulatory and criminal
issues, including money laundering and administration of the AML/CFT legislation.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Emeritus Professor John Prebble QC, Te Herenga Waka – Victoria University of Wellington,
Wellington
John teaches at Te Herenga Waka, as a Gastprofessor at Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien, and as
an Adjunct Professor, University of Notre Dame Australia. He is a member of Woodward Street
Chambers, Wellington.

SPEAKERS
Henry Brandts-Giesen, Dentons
Kensington Swan, Auckland

Brendan Brown, Mayne Wetherell,
Wellington

Henry is the Head of Private Wealth at
Dentons Kensington Swan. His advisory
practice involves family office design,
family business succession planning
and governance, family trusts, foreign
trusts, charitable trusts, residency by
investment, estate planning, relationship
property, superannuation trusts, private
funds, energy trusts, employee share
schemes, fiduciary risk management,
captive insurance, FATCA/CRS, and
AML/CFT.

Brendan is a partner, and head of the
tax practice, at Mayne Wetherell. He
specialises in corporate and international
taxation and has advised on some of
New Zealand's most significant
commercial transactions and tax
disputes.

Howard Davis, Inland Revenue,
Wellington

Emma Grigg, Inland Revenue,
Wellington

Howard is the Tax Counsel Office's Group
Leader (Customer Advice), responsible
for Inland Revenue's taxpayer rulings
service. Prior to joining Inland Revenue,
he worked in law and accounting firms in
tax.

Emma is a Policy Director in Policy and
Regulatory Stewardship (PaRS) at
Inland Revenue. She has been with IR for
26 years and prior to that worked in law
and accounting firms as a tax advisor.
Emma has degrees in law and commerce
and is a FCA. She is responsible for the
development of the Government’s Tax
Policy Work Programme and for PaRS’s
external engagement strategy.
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SPEAKERS
Michelle Redington, Inland Revenue,
Auckland
Michelle took up her position as Inland
Revenue's Chief Tax Counsel in March
2021. She is head of Inland Revenue's Tax
Counsel Office, based in Auckland.

Neil Russ, Russ + Associates, Auckland
Neil specialises in corporate and
international tax issues, and domestic
and cross-border transactions. He formed
his current firm after over 20 years as
a partner and head of tax at a national
law firm. Neil has a multi-jurisdictional
background in banking, capital markets,
structured finance, venture capital
and private equity transactions, and
has expertise in AML/CFT matters.
He is Convenor of the NZLS Tax Law
Committee.

Tania Sauvao, Inland Revenue,
Wellington

Justin Smith QC, Stout Street Chambers,
Wellington

Tania is the acting Group Leader
responsible for Disputes in the Tax
Counsel Office (TCO). She has worked
in the TCO for almost 20 years.

Justin specialises in general corporate
and commercial litigation including
tax disputes. He is a former Crown
Prosecutor and former Council member
of the New Zealand Bar Association.

Tori Sullivan, EY Law, Auckland

Stephen Tomlinson, Tomlinson Law,
Christchurch

Tori has extensive experience
representing both domestic and
international clients in their tax disputes
with IR, with the tax issues involved being
novel and complex.

Stephen advises clients (including law
firms and accounting firms) on a wide
range of taxation and trust law issues.
He is a member of the NZLS Tax Law
Committee and the ADLS Trust Law
Committee.
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INFORMATION
VENUES
LIVE WEB STREAM
24 November 2021
At you desk or device
Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 3pm Tuesday 23 November 2021

FEE
The registration fee includes morning and afternoon teas, lunch, and a hard copy or PDF copy of the book.
BOOK
Books are available in Hard Copy, PDF or Both. Please indicate your choice over page.
•

Hard Copy
Your book will be posted to you.

•

PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event.

•

Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event, and the Hard Copy book will be
posted to you.

5

TAX CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION
First name, Last name

Lawyer ID Number (optional)

REGISTER ME FOR

Firm/Organisation (if applicable)

LIVE WEB STREAM
24 NOVEMBER 2021

Address

Please note: Live Web
Stream registrations close 23
November

PO Box:

DX:

Street Address:

REGISTER

Suburb:
Town/City:

ONLINE

Postcode:

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

EMAIL

Phone

registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

Email

POST

Dietary Requirements

NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202
INQUIRIES
0800 333 111

FEE (Incl GST) – includes book and catering
Early Bird BY 15 November

or AFTER 15 November

$775.00

Live Web Stream

$825.00

Live Web Stream Group Pricing Option – visit lawyerseducation.co.nz for options & how to register.
BOOK OPTIONS – books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF – you must indicate your choice.
Please note the book charges below are for conference registrants only.
Hard Copy
PDF

$ no extra charge

OR

$ no extra charge

OR

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY You

may cancel your registration eight working days in
advance of an event, and you will receive a refund less
a 25% administration fee. If you cancel less than eight
working days in advance of the event, no refund is
payable. If you are unable to attend, you may transfer
your registration to another person. If you wish to
do so you must advise CLE in writing of the change.
NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to close registrations,
and, cancel or reschedule an event as necessary.
Where an event is cancelled by CLE, a full refund is
payable.

+ $30

Both Hard Copy and PDF
BOOK – BOTH HARD COPY
AND PDF

CONFERENCE FEE

$

cle@lawyerseducation.co.nz

+

$

+

TOTAL DUE

= $

PAYMENT
PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT: Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd' Acc. Number 12-3192-0049995-00
(Include your last name & name of organisation as the reference)
PAY BY CREDIT CARD:
Expiry:

Card Number:
-

-

Name on Card:
Cardholders
Signature:

+

-

Security code:

/
Visa
Mastercard
Amex

PRIVACY ACT 2020 The information requested on this registration form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact details.
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